It’s Showtime 


On Friday night 
at 8p.m. ventrilo- 
quist Ian Varella 


will take the 
Jansen Music Hall 
stage. 


Varella is one of the most popu- 
lar ventriloquists at comedy clubs, 
college campuses, and on TV these 
days. He has appeared on HBO, 
Showtime. ; al 


Mysteries 
of the mind 


Mind _ reader 
Chrisopher Carter 
will take over the 
Kehl Center on Sat- 
urday, March 21. 
Using the techniques of the profes- 
sional psychic he leads audiences 
On a tour through the mysteries of 
the mind. There is nothing super- 
natural about it. But through the 
highly developed application of psy- 
chology and advanced people read- 
ing skills, he weaves a spell of mys- 
tery not to be forgotten. 


| FRIDAY 
20 


Movie Hercules Union 8pm 
Ventriloquist lan Varella JMH 8pm 


Reconciiat ( 
Cafe au Clarke Union &-11pm 


VOL LXX 


Students in 
Bobbie 
Silk’s 
Critical 
Thought 
and Writing 
Class get in 
the mood 
to write. 


See CLASS 
ACTS, page 3. 


By TRICIA BRIMEYER 
Staff Reporter 


t’s almost advising time: 
the time to walk into your 


adviser’s office and deter- . 


mine once more what remain- 
ing classes you need in order 
to graduate. At this point the 
last thing you want to hear is a 
sales pitch about adding an un- 
necessary class to your course 
load. 

But one pitch you might 
want to take special notice of 
is any encouragement to take a 
foreign language. 
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Sagem 


SATURDAY 


2 | 


ESP. Guru Chiistopher Carter JMH 
Hove Hercules Union 10pm 


| WEDNESDAY 
29 


Senior Dinner Atium Spm 
Prayer Service Campus Mirishy Ct. 


ISSUE FIFTEEN 


SS 
photo by Tak Ichimura 


Kirt Murray 


Take, for instance, Kirt Murray. 
Kirt is not a traditional student, 
nor is he a TimeSaver student. He 
is Director of Publications here at 
Clarke, and has chosen all on his 
own to take a French course. So 
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Susan Wemer in Concert MH 7:30pr} 
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Movie The Saint Union Bom 
Musical Menus on Broadway Atrium| 


6:30pm 
Bible Study Campus Ministry 


language 
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=-Qsonnio In a conga dance 


a second chance 


why would someone not required 
to take a language do so? 

Beyond the obvious benefits 
of knowing another language, a 
foreign language on your resume, 
and especially statements of pro- 
ficiency, is a great selling point in 
today’s international business 
world. 

Many college students avoid 
taking a language because of a 
bad experience in high school, 
maybe an ineffective teacher or 
the fear of embarrassment. 

Kirt, like many students, be- 
came frustrated with his French 
studies in high school. “I was 


See page 2. 


A shioload of money 


motivated to learn the language, 
but found it frustrating right away 
because of the teacher and how 
the class was taught. I had to lis- 
ten to tapes, memorize dialogues 
and learn pronunciation rather 
than learning usable phrases,” he 
explains. 

In college, Kirt again tried to 
learn French. But the teaching 
methods were the same as in high 
school. The motivation was still 
there, however. He did not return 
to French until he came to Clarke. 


continued on page 3. 


Warm weather and 


white sandy beaches 
See page 3. 


As Good As it Gets 
See page 3. 


Fe whatever reason, a lot of 
people have seen Titanic, 
and whether you like it or not, 
it’s about to become the highest 
grossing film of all time. 
Worldwide, it has become 
the first movie to gross $1 
billion. What could you as 
a college student do with 
$1 billion? Well, you 
could... 

_.do one billion loads of 
laundry. 

check out a book from the 
library and keep it overdue for 
55 million years. (That includes 
a one-week grace period.) 

...buy 168 million copies of 
Narcissus & Goldman. If physi- 
cal therapy is your field, you 
could pick up 20 million copies 
of Essential Pathology. 1 hear 
they make great paperweights. 

..replace a bathroom door on 
fourth floor Mary Josita 7.5 mil- 
lion times. 

...put 40 million holes in your 
walls and not worry about them 
at the end of the year. 


David Nevins 
“licks the liz- 
ard” at the 
retro recall 
dance last 
Saturday. 


photo by Brenda Mosher 


Epitor’s NOTE 


A Shipload of Money 


..buy 400 million tubes of 
Colgate toothpaste to fill the 
holes in your walls at the end of 
the year. 

order 77 million large 
Stone Willy’s Signature 
pizzas. (Please call Elsa 
“1 in advance.) 

..go see Titanic three 
\ times a day for 152,207 
years. 

make the movie Titanic four 
times. 

make the movie Good Will 
Hunting 56 times. 

..give every person in the 
country $3.77. 

..give every student at Clarke 
$892,857.14. 

_..have Tonic Sol Fa at Clarke 
every weekend for 12,820 years. 

...pay Michael Jordan to play 
basketball for you for 43 years. 

..pay for all the rooms of all 
96 residents in the new apart- 
ment building for 3,360 years. 

..go to Clarke for 54,000 
years. 

What would you do? 


Due to production of the Catalyst magazine, the next Courier 


will appear on April 1. 


371 Bluff Street 
557-2506 


118 Wacker Plaza 
(across from Blockbuster) 


583-0077 


a Latte or Cappuccino 
at any TAKE 5 location 


NexttoK-Mar t 
2600 Dodg eSt 


556-1221 
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Suzanne Wand 


CLARKE News 


Little 
golf carts 
and 
sandy 
beaches 


BY KATHLEEN SERRURIER 
Staff Reporter 


eS ae 
hat do little white golf 
carts, sandy beaches, 
warm weather and 


chicken fajitas have in common? 
For some Clarke students it was 
all part of experiencing life in 
Mexico for a week. Thirty-two 
students from Clarke went to 
Mazatlan, Mexico for Spring 
Break on a_ privately arranged 
trip. They got to enjoy the sandy 
beaches of Mazatlan through a 
package deal sponsored by Col- 
lege Tours. 

The package included round 
trip airfare from the Midwest to 
Mazatlan; seven nights in a 


Enjoying the 
beach, from left 
Carrie Mayer, 
Heidi Wagner, 
Christa Zegers, 
Melissa Welsh, 
Amy Eaton. In 
back,Cathy 
Bowman and 
Stacie Staver. 


beach-front hotel; airport trans- 
portation, three free nightlife par- 
ties; discounts and coupons for 
dining and shopping; events 
scheduled throughout the day and 
night; and parties at all the local 
hangouts -- all for a reasonable 
price. 

There was something going on 
at any time during the day or 
night. 

Many of the students had a blast 
in Mexico and some, like senior 
Billy Marth, didn’t want to come 
back. 

“I was an awesome experience 
and I’m wishing I was there now.” 
Some other students told what 
they liked best about Mazatlan, 

Mexico: 


photo by Carrie Mayer 


Juniors Tracy Paulsen, Theresa 
Prieboy and Heidi Wagner: “It's 
all about amigos and'no 
gracias’.” 


Senior Isaic Young: “Having 
free parties every night for two 
hours was awesome.” 


Junior Coleen Cremin: “The 
foam—party at Bora Bora 
rocked!” 


Freshman Matt Newstrom: 
“Pll miss bargaining pesos for 
items on the beach and dancing.” 


Senior Dave Sebranek: “Danc- 
ing at Bora Bora isan experience 
that I'll never forget.” 
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By MARTIN GENTRY 
Staff Reporter 


Are youR.A. applicants excited 
about the R.A. selection process 
this Sunday, or are you shaking 
in your boots? Well, you don’t 
have to worry. I asked a few cur- 
rent R.A’s to give you a bit of 
advice on the do’s and don’ts to 
help chase off those monarch 
butterflies. 


Lasting Impressions 


down, it’s only an interview 


And listen up seniors. Many of 
these tips could apply to any in- 
terview situation 
DO'S 

1. Dress Professionally. 

2. Consider the responsibilities. 

3. Be honest. 

4. Have self-confidence. 

5. Relax. 

6. Communicate. 

7. Be a team player. 

8. Have fun. 


DON'TS 


I. Don’t try to over-impress. 

2. Don’t be afraid to ask questions. 

3. Don’t violate any policies this 
week. 

4, Don’t think your life as a normal 
student won’t change. 

5. Don’t have preconceived notions 
about the selection process. 

6. Don’t write a script. 

7. Don’t take any decisions per 
sonally. 
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13 stylists and 4 nail techs to serve you 
Make-up services also available 
Wide assortment of tanning packages and lotions 
Gift Certificates available for special events 
Open 7 days a week 
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CLARKE News 


10 Questions for Shuttle Bus Driver Richard Stronmeyer 


here are some people here at Clarke that everyone is aware of, but not too many people 
know much about them. Well now it is time to bring into the light one of those often 
overlooked people. Richard Strohmeyer is one of the tri-college shuttle bus drivers and a 
man of mystery. He has been carting knowledge seekers and college students around Dubuque 
for the last ten years. He is the guy to ask directions of.Let’s take a look into the mind of 
Richard as we delve deep into his psyche with... 


Ten Questions 


Senior Dave Setranek: ‘Dee 
ing at Bora Bora isan experiany 
that I'll never forget.” 


Whatis your favorite TV show? 
“60 minutes” 
Whatis your favorite part of your job? 
. “Meeting the students.” 
Whatis the capital of Assyria? 
“| don’t know, I’m not the intellectual type” 
Whatis your favorite street? 
“North Grandview” 
Whatis your favorite song? 
“Splish Splash” 
Ifyou were atree, what kind of tree would you be 
“Blue Spruce” 
Do you recommend a brand of toothpaste? 
. “Colgate” 
Whatis your favorite math equation? 
. “Don’t have one” 
Whatis your favorite soup? 
“Chicken Noodle” 
Ifyou were any kind of button, what kind of 
button would you be? 
“An elevator button” 


‘ly an interview 


[Don't try t0 ver-IMpress. | 


(He's informed) 

(Personable) 

(Not the intellectual type) 

(No side street kind of guy) 
(Sings with rubber ducky) 
(His bark is worse than his bite) 
(4 out of 5 bus drivers agree....) 
(He’s interesting) 


(All-American) 


(He's good to the last drop) 


There you have it. An in-depth look at the man who took over for our mothers and got the job 
of driving us around. Now that you know a little bit about him don't be afraid to say, “HI!” 


Foreign Language 


“Art, literature and history all 
loop back into the French culture, 
for this reason, my interest in the 
French language was stil! there,” 
he says. 

When Kirt learned that he was 
able to take classes here at Clarke, 
he looked into the French offer- 
ings immediately. 

Before he signed up for a 
course, though, he talked to Den- 
nis Conrad, assistant professor of 
French, and learned that he had a 


different style of teaching based 
on the communicative approach. 

Kirt has since been taking 
French and is quite willing to of- 
fer his insights into why. 

“This course has been more dif- 
ficult than any other because you 
have to learn the meanings of ev- 
erything and a lot of practice is 
involved, “says Kirt. 

However, he adds, “It is both 
easier and more difficult than I 
thought. It gets to the point where 


continued from page one 


“It is both easier 
and more diffi- 
cult than | 
thought.” 


the language just happens without 
thinking, and that point came 
sooner than J thought. It is quite 
rewarding.” 


Movie 
in Review 


As Good As It Gets 


By JULIE KEMP 


Staff Reporter 


“As Good As It Gets” is a dramatic comedy featuring first-time Oscar nomi- 
nees Helen Hunt and Greg Kinnear. Also appearing are Oscar winners Jack 
Nicholson and Cuba Gooding, Jr. The story is based around Nicholson’s character, 
an obsessive-compulsive writer named Melvin Udell, and his relationships with the 
people around him. Circumstances force Udell to develop friendships with Carol, 
his favorite waitress, and Simon, his artist neighbor. The film chronicles the physi- 
cal and mental changes these characters undergo as their relationships evolve. The 
finest element of this movie is the flawless dialogue, which animates the characters 
and gives them empathetic personalities. The performances by Nicholson, Hunt and 
Kinnear are worthy of their Academy-Award nominations. Emotions run deep at 
times, but the comic aspect keeps the film lighthearted. I recommend this film to a 
mature audience who can appreciate its subtle humor. 


CLASS ACIS 


Students in Bobbie Silk’s Critical Thought and 
Writing class are “busting a move ” in the interest 
of improving their writing. 


Each semester Silk experiments 

with using the Conga Dance to 
help students learn to write 
about their personal feelings. 

The Conga, which orignated 
in South America, is part of a 
narrative essay assignment in 
the class. 

“For a few years I asked stu- 
dents to write about a past ex- 
perience and reflect on their 
feelings,” says Silk. “But it 
seemed that they were having 
trouble expressing their emo- 
tions. So I decided to try a com- 
mon experience in class and 
have students write about their 
feelings separate from the facts 
of.the.event.--..-._- 


He has taken the opportunity 
to travel to Quebec where he 
developed great confidence in 
being able to jump into another 
culture and survive. 

Kirt’s plans to continue 
studying French and also to 
travel to Paris this summer with 
Clarke’s Summer Study in 
France, a program open to all 
students. 

“The best thing is to see another 
culture, looking at it helps you 
understand your own,” he said. 

Dennis Conrad agreed, saying 
that one of the greatest benefits 


Reasona ble ates 
discounted fitrer 
ér Clar& 
organizations 


Students line up with hands on 
each other’s shoulders and the 
leader sets the pace for the Conga 
line as it snakes around the room. 

“The Conga Dance is something 
different that can genrate numerous 
responses,” says Silk. 

“ The students can remember 
their reactions and make it non-per- 
sonal as opposed to writing about 
a past experience that is personal.” 

What do the students think of this 
exercise? Freshman Julie Tompins 
says, “The dance was a little out of 
the ordinary; however, it helped me 
to write a better essay. ” 


___==Carrie Barth, Staff Reporter 


of language study is the opportu- 
nity to travel. 

He was also quick to add that 
Kirt represents a success story for 
foreign languages. 

“It shows what the truly moti- 
vated foreign language learner can 
attain in three semesters. Kirt has a 
very useful level of proficiency ,” 
he said. 

Conrad added. “Many times, like 
Kirt, students will have a bad ex- 
perience with a language and be- 
come discouraged. But it takes 
time, and Kirt proves that it can be 
done.” 


Campus Organizations: 
Get Maximum Exposure 
At Minimum Cost 


Advertise in the Catalyst 
Clarke’s full-color magazine 
for students, faculty and parents 


Conact 
Ryan Fitzayald 
Ext. 6769 


1.319.983.7041 806 wacker dr. dubuque, ia. 52002 


Any LP, Cassette,orCD « 
($13.98 or higher) SE 
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SPORTSNews 


PICTURED: Head coach, Sam Knack (left) and 1998 Clarke B 
where they enjoyed competing in the warm weather. 


New faces bring high expectations 
for men’s baseball team 


By DARREN DYKSTRA 
Staff Reporter 


pring is around the corner, 
S believe it or not. This 

means one thing: Cru- 
sader baseball is in full swing. 

Head Coach Sam Knaack has 
many viewpoints on the 1998 
season. While past Clarke teams 
have been known for their offen- 
sive power, Knaack said this 
year’s team will be known for 
its' defense and pitching. 

The pitching staff includes 
top returnee Jason Beneke of 
Waukon, Iowa, who had an ERA 
of 3.86 last season and led the 
team with 36 strike outs. 

Positioned as the number two 
pitcher this season will be jun- 
ior Dale Cary from Geneseo, II- 
linois. Cary will also see time 
as the designated hitter. 

The number three pitcher on 
the staff is junior Bill Zibell of 
Round Lake, Illinois. Zibell will 
also be in the field for the Cru- 
saders. 

The number four pitcher for 
the Crusaders is freshman Scott 
Althoff Dubuque, who will also 
see time at third base. 


Sports CALENDAR 


Women’s Softball 
Sat., March 21, Mount St. 
Clare, Home, 1 p.m. 
Wed, March 25, Cornell 
College, Away, 4 p.m. 


Men’s Baseball 
Sun,March 22, St. Ambrose, 
Home, noon. 

Wed,, March 25, 

UW-Platteville, 
Away, 1 p.m. 


Men’s Volleyball 
March 20-21, Clarke 
Challenge, TBA 
Wed, March 25, Marycrest 
International, Away 


Top returnees from last year 
include senior first baseman Sh- 
annon Purvis of Oswego, Illinois, 
who led the team in batting aver- 
age (.366) and was named to the 
all-Northern-Illinois-lowa Con- 
ference team. 


Expected to make 
key contributions for 
the Crusaders are 
junior college trans- 
fers Troy Pafford 
and Jason 
Thomasson, both of 


Elizabeth, Illinois, 


Also returning from last sea- 
son is senior Brad Tichler of 
Morrison, Illinois, who started all 
35 games last season and com- 
piled an average of .226. 

Making the transition from 
catcher to centerfield is junior 
Darren Dykstra, also from 
Morrison, Illinois. Dykstra fin- 
ished the 1997 season behind 
Purvis, with a batting average of 
.330. 

Doing the designated hitting for 
the Crusaders this season will be 
senior Dave Ludin from Port 


Byron, Illinois.Also back from 
the 1997 Clarke team is Jim 
Schauer of East Dubuque, IIli- 
nois. 

Doing the catching for Clarke 
this year will be freshman Adam 
Feyen of Dubuque, Iowa. Feyen 
was a 1996 second team all-con- 
ference, all-area and all-district 
catcher at Wahlert High school. 

Expected to make key contri- 
butions for the Crusaders are Jun- 
ior College transfers Troy Pafford 
and Jason Thomasson, both of 
Elizabeth, Illinois. Pafford and 
Thomasson transferred to Clarke 
from Highland Community Col- 
lege where they were both named 
all-conference and earned all-re- 
gion honors. 

Knaack's Crusader roster also 
includes transfers Rob 
Bauhmover of Dubuque, Chad 
Scheider of Lena, Illinois, both of 
whom will play key infield roles. 

Other new faces on the team t 
include freshman Trevor Albrecht 
(OF, Elizabeth, Ill.), Josh Herbst 
(INF/P, Dubuque) and Kyle 
Hodel (INF/C, Cornland, II1.). 

The Crusaders will make their 
home debut on March 15, host- 
ing Grinnell College in a double- 
header at Senior High School. 
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Warm weather helps 
women’s softball team 


open with a 3-0 slate 


By BRAIN STEUER 
Staff Reporter 


The Clarke Women’s softball 
team traveled to Port St. Lucie, 
Florida, for three games during 
spring break. They first took on 
and defeated St. Scholastica 13- 
6. They were led by junior Liz 
Constantini who had a home run 
and three RBI’s. Freshman Jen- 
nifer Hansen picked up the win 
in that game. 

In the second game, Clarke 
took on Olivet College and came 
away with a 7-4 victory. Sopho- 
more Sarah Bennett went 2-2 that 
game and Constantini contrib- 
uted with 4 RBI's. Freshman 
Sarah Murray was credited with 
the victory for that game. 


In the third game, which is un- 
official (won't count towards its 
overall record), Clarke took on 
Indian River Community Co]. 
lege. This game was a close one, 
but Clarke came away victorious 
with an 8-7 win. Senior Julie Bex 
went 3-3 and freshman Megan 
Koppenhoefer went 3-4 with a 
double, triple, and three RBI’s. 
Hansen picked up her second win 
of the trip. 

Senior Jill Christopher thought 
the trip was a great experience. 
“Tt gave us an early jump on the 
season, and let us see what we 
need to work on. Plus it was fun 
to get away from this cold 
weather.” 

Hopefully they will stay hot, as 
they open the home portion of 
their schedule on March 17 
against Iowa Wesleyan. 


Clarke men’s volleyball 
competes in California 


By BRAIN STEUER 
Staff Reporter 


The Clarke College men’s vol- 
leyball team has been on a roll as 
of late. Clarke, which has been 
ranked ninth nationally the past 
two weeks in the American Vol- 
leyball Coaches Association 
(AVCA) Division IIT Coaches 
Top 10 poll, won two of their 
three matches at the UC Santa 
Cruz Tournament, held February 
27-28.Clarke defeated UC-Davis 
17-15, 5-15, 15-7, 15-12 and #8 
UC-Santa Cruz 8-15, 16-14, 15- 
3, 16-14. Third ranked Univer- 
sity of La Verne was the only team 
to defeat Clarke in the invitational 
15-10, 15-11, 15-10. 

Clarke freshman opposite hit- 
ter Bill McNally of Schaumburg, 
Ill., was named the Most Valuable 
Player of the tournament. Team- 


mate Scott Schuessler, a sopho- 
more middle blocker from St. 
Louis, Mo., was also named to the 
All-Tournament squad. 

As far as individual statistics for 
the season, four members of the 
men’s volleyball team stand out. 
Schuessler ranks third nationally 
in kill average (4.84 kpg) and sev- 
enth in blocking average (1.41 
bpg). Senior middle blocker Clint 
Rogers is fourth nationally in ser- 
vice ace average (.464), and 
MeNally ranks ninth with .382 
service ace average. 

Freshman Kevin Perhach is 
ninth on the national level in as- 
sists average, averaging 11.13 as- 
sists per game. 

The men’s volleyball team 
looks more than ready for their 
home tournament, the Clarke 
Challenge, March 20-21. 
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